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Secretary of State, he’s shown valuable
leadership on one of the most urgent chal-
lenges of our time: preventing the spread
of weapons of mass destruction.

Ambassador Bolton takes up his duties
at a time of opportunity for the United
States and the United Nations. America
and the U.N. are working to spread democ-
racy, relieve hunger, and assist the victims
of disaster. We've delivered hope to mil-
lions suffering from HIV/AIDS and other
deadly diseases. We've helped to lay the
groundwork for two landmark events in the
history of liberty, the free elections of Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. Ambassador Bolton will
work to build on that progress by helping
the U.N. continue to find effective new
ways to match its good intentions with good
results.

As the newest member of America’s dip-
lomatic corps, Ambassador Bolton will de-
fend our Nation’s interests with character
and resolve that were instilled early in life.
John’s father was a firefighter. His mother

was a homemaker who took her son to
the public library to show him the value
of education. I know that Jack and Virginia
Bolton would be proud today to see the
boy they raised in Baltimore appointed to
serve as our permanent representative to
the United Nations.

I'm grateful to John’s wife, Gretchen, for
being here with us and to the entire Bolton
family for their service and sacrifice.

Mr. Ambassador, thank you for agreeing
to serve your Nation once again, and con-
gratulations.

[At this point, Ambassador Bolton made
brief remarks.]

The President. Thanks, John. Appreciate
you.

All right, thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Ambassador Bolton.

Statement on the Death of King Fahd bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi

Arabia
August 1, 2005

I was deeply saddened to learn today
of the death of King Fahd bin Abd al-
Aziz. Al Saud, Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques and King of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. King Fahd was a man of wis-
dom and a leader who commanded respect
throughout the entire world. He was a
friend and strong ally of the United States

for decades. As King, he had warm friend-
ships with American Presidents. I send my
condolences and those of the American
people to King Abdallah, to the late King
Fahd’s family, and to the Saudi people on
the passing of this historic figure. May God
bless him.
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Statement Congratulating King Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi

Arabia
August 1, 2005

On behalf of the United States, I con-
gratulate my friend King Abdallah bin Abd
al-Aziz Al Saud on assuming the Saudi
throne and the position of Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques. We wish Saudi

Statement on the Death of First Vice
Mabior of Sudan
August 1, 2005

I was deeply saddened to learn of the
death of Sudanese First Vice President Dr.
John Garang de Mabior. He was a visionary
leader and peacemaker who helped bring
about the comprehensive peace agreement,
which is a beacon of hope for all Sudanese.
The United States is determined to main-
tain our commitment to the peace process
in Sudan. We urge all Sudanese people to
refrain from resorting to violence and to

Arabia peace and prosperity under his lead-
ership. I have spoken today to the new
King, and the United States looks forward
to continuing the close partnership between
our two countries.

President Dr. John Garang de

continue the implementation of the com-
prehensive peace agreement. John Garang’s
vision of peace must be embraced by all
the people in Sudan so that they can live
in a democratic, peaceful, and united coun-
try. On behalf of the people of the United
States, Laura and I extend our deepest
sympathies to Dr. Garang’s wife, Rebecca,
his family, and to all the people of Sudan.

Telephone Remarks to the Crew of the Space Shuttle Discovery

August 2, 2005

The President. Commander Collins, can
you hear me?

Commander Eileen M. Collins. Yes, sir,
we hear you loud and clear. Good morning.

The President. Good morning. Thank you
for taking my phone call. I just wanted
to tell you all how proud the American
people are of our astronauts. I want to
thank you for being risktakers for the sake
of exploration. I want to welcome our Japa-
nese and Australian and Russian friends.
And I wish you Godspeed in your mission.
I know you’ve got very important work to
do ahead of you. We look forward to seeing

1290

the successful completion of this mission.
And obviously, as you prepare to come
back, a lot of Americans will be praying
for a safe return.

So it’s great talking to you. Thanks for
being such great examples of courage for
a lot of our fellow citizens.

Commander Collins. Thank you very
much, Mr. President. We want to tell you
that we really enjoy what we're doing. We
really believe in our mission, and we be-
lieve in space exploration and getting peo-
ple off the planet and seeing what’s out
there. So the steps that we're taking right
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